THE  FOUR  GEORGES
As Mr. Hartmann very truly says of the early years of
Louis XIV:
"Though love-intrigues may have been the vogue,
society still continued to look askance at the inevitable
physical consequences of amorous indiscretions, and,
since contraceptives were unknown, morals can never
have been quite as loose as the memoirs and romances
of the period might lead one to suppose."1
The same observation may well be applied to the eigh-
teenth century.
When one turns from the social life of the country to
its economic development, it is to be struck with the
fact that in 1714 the mass of the people still lived in
the south and south-west. Wiltshire and Somerset were
the principal centres of the wool industry; and Defoe
could write of Frome that it
"is now reckoned to have more people in it, than the
city of Bath, and some say, than even Salisbury itself,
and if their trade continues to increase for a few years
more, as it has done for those past, it is very likely to
be one of the greatest and wealthiest inland towns
in England".3
The iron industry was still vigorous in Sussex. Never-
theless, coming events were already casting their shadows
before them. The wool industry was beginning to grow
in the West Riding of Yorkshire, and the coal trade was
firmly established round Newcastle-on-Tyne. The bad-
ness of the roads and the absence of canals compelled
manufacturers to avoid, so far as possible, the interior
of the country, and to carry on their business by the
1 Charles II and Madame, p. 33.                 a Op. cit.
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